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Cold  weather  fizzles  Spring  Sizzle 


by  Tim  Vecchiarelli 
Strobe  writer 

There  is  no  way  you  could 
have  wandered  the  campus  the 
week  of  April  3-8  and  missed 
the  advertisements  for  "Spring 
Sizzle."  Posters  large  and  small, 
flyers,  the  front  of  the  Campus 
Center  weekly  calendar,  and 
word  of  mouth  all  promised  fun 
for  everyone  who  attended.  Spe- 
cial wristbands  were  provided  to 
students  participating  in  the 
weekend  events,  in  anticipation 
of  large  crowds. 

For  Saturday,  the  featured 
day  of  Spring  Sizzle  week,  the 
plan  was  to  have  an  all-day  car- 
nival in  the  quad  including  live 
bands,  and  then  a  video  dance 
party  and  karaoke  in  the  Pub. 
Expectations  were  high,  and  the 
planning  that  went  into  this 
event  was  evident  in  the  pro- 
grams scheduled.  There  was 
only  one  problem  —  we  ended 
up  with  snow  instead  of  sun,  and 
fewer  students  turned  out  for  the 


fun  than  were  anticipated.  Those 
who  did  walked  around  with 
cold  noses  and  hands  in  pock- 
ets, voicing  out  loud  how  cold  it 
was  for  this  kind  of  event. 

The  dunk  tank  was  drained, 
because  it  was  too  cold  for  some- 
one to  get  wet.  Thankfully,  this 
was  not  the  only  traditional  car- 
nival-type of  activity.  Others 
went  on  despite  the  weather. 
There  was,  for  instance,  a  "test 
your  strength"  machine.  You 
know,  the  one  where  you  pick 
up  the  huge,  heavy  mallet,  pre- 
tending you  can  hit  the  lever  and 
make  it  shoot  to  the  top  and  ring 
the  bell  for  all  to  hear,  and  in- 
stead you  only  manage  to  make 
it  rise  to  "Baby  Boy"  or  some- 
thing equally  embarrassing. 

In  the  middle  of  the  quad 
were  the  three  largest  attractions. 
One  was  a  huge  inflated  joust- 
ing ring,  where  two  contestants 
donned  helmets  and  took  up  pad- 
ded jousting  sticks  that  looked 

Continued  on  page  2 


Spring  Sizzle  presents  Fitchburg  Gladiators  and  much  more. 
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Chemistry  Club  to  hold  Research  Seminar 


by  Marshal  DeLisle 
News  editor 

On  April  21,  the  FSC  Chem- 
istry Club  will  host  the  Fifth 
Annual  Undergraduate  Research 
Seminar. 

The  Research  Seminar  pro- 
vides Massachusetts  under- 
graduate students  with  an  oppor- 
tunity to  present  the  findings  of 
their  independent  study  research 
projects  in  the  areas  of  physics, 
chemistry,  biology  and  math. 
Students  from  Amherst  College, 
College  of  the  Holy  Cross,  as 
well  as  FSC  students  Melanie 
Gasbarro  and  Sharon  Pietila, 
will  hold  lectures  in  Room  G-04 


of  the  Hammond  Building. 

"This  year  we  only  have  six 
student  presentations  and  one 
guest  speaker,"  said  Jennifer 
D'onfro,  program  coordinator 
and  FSC  senior.  "Most  research 
projects  take  more  than  a  semes- 
ter or  two  to  show  significant 
results,  so  next  year's  seminar 
will  be  bigger.!' 

In  a  poster  session  in  room 
G-07,  students  will  show  visual 
displays  defining  various  re- 
search projects,  including  mo- 
lecular cloning  and  limnology  of 
the  Nashua  River. 

Guest  speaker,  Dr.  R.  S.  Rana 
of  College  of  the  Holy  Cross  will 
give  a  lecture  titled,  "Rare 


Earth's,  Lasers  and  All  That!"  in 
the  Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall  at 
1:30  p.m. 

A  buffet  luncheon  in  the  Pub 
will  conclude  the  day's  events 
and  provide  guests  with  a  chance 
to  visit  with  the  presenters. 

Registration  will  begin  at 
9:30  a.m.  in  G-Lobby.  Admis- 
sion is  free  and  students,  faculty 
and  staff  from  FSC  and  other 
schools  are  invited  to  attend. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Research 
Seminar  is  funded  by  President 
Mara's  Office,  the  Academic 
Affairs  Office,  the  Substance 
Awareness  Office,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Chemistry  and  Smart 
Choices. 


New  S.G.A.  elections 

April  19  and  20 


Vote  for  contested 
executive  board 
positions. 


vote 


Voting  times 
Wed.  9  a.m.-  3  p.m. 
in  G-Lobby, 
Wed.  4:15  -  6:15  in 
Holmes  Dining  Hall. 
Thur.  9  a.m.  - 1  p.m. 
in  G-Lobby. 


by  Kate  Schuren 
Strobe  writer 

Visions,  an  annual  exhibi- 
tion of  works  by  the  FSC  com- 
munications and  media  stu- 
dents, will  open  April  24  at  7 
p.m.  in  the  Campus  Center 
Gallery. 

This  display  of  more  than 
90  pieces  includes  student 
works  in  the  areas  of  graphic 
design,  photography  and  tech- 
nical communication,  includ- 
ing a  film  and  video-screening 
to  begin  at  8:00  p.m. 


Visions  was  first  estab- 
lished in  1982  to  display  the 
outstanding  work  done  by  stu- 
dents throughout  the  year. 

"Inclusion  in  the  exhibit  is 
an  honor,  only  the  very  best 
student  work  is  accepted,"  said 
Helen  Obermeyer  Simmons, 
1995  Visions  coordinator  and 
FSC  communications  profes- 
sor. 

Approximately  225  entries 
were  submitted  prior  to  the 
March  31  deadline.  Juries, 
made  up  of  professionals  and 
alumni  involved  in  the  special- 
ized areas,  selected  which 
pieces  would  be  displayed. 

Because  of  Work-to-Rule, 
a  result  of  the  faculty's  unre- 
solved contract  issue,  commu- 
nications students  have  formed 
committees  to  make  Visions 
1995  possible. 

"It  is  good  that  students  are 
taking  a  more  active  role  be- 
cause in  turn,  they  are  learn- 
ing how  the  exhibit  is  in- 
stalled, displayed  and  publi- 
cized," said  Simmons. 
Visions  Design  by  Denny  Mac 
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Softball  team  plays 
six  game  in  the  last 
week. 

story  on  page  12 


Dance  show  a  suc- 
cess at  the  Western 
Auditorium. 

story  on  page  5 
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Spring  Sizzle  continued  from  page  1      AllCOill    llOIlOred    at    FSC 


Sizzeled  on  the  Quad 
like  oversized  oars,  then  tried  to 
knock  their  opponent  off  his  or 
her  platform. 

Next  to  this  was  the  velcro 
race,  where  participants  in 
velcro-covered  jump-suits  raced 
along  an  inflated  obstacle  course 
also  covered  in  Velcro.  Sounds 
easy,  right?  Not  so — but  it  defi- 
nitely was  amusing  to  see  people 
get  stuck  sideways  on  a  hill  of 
velcro  or  in  a  tunnel  on  their 
back,  clawing  around  trying  to 
get  unstuck  and  on  to  the  next 
part  of  the  race 

.  The  third  attraction,  the  huge 
stage  near  the  end  of  the  quad, 
had  three  different  live  bands 
playing  throughout  the  day. 
Granted,  not  many  students  ac- 
tually stood  there  long  enough 
to  form  a  crowd,  but  the  musi- 
cians had  an  appreciative  audi- 
ence in  some  Townhouse  resi- 
dents who  toted  a  full-size  couch 
into  the  quad  to  relax  on  and 
watch  the  show. 

Many  of  the  Greek  organiza- 
tions on  campus  also  turned  out 
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to  entertain  and  make  a  profit 
with  face  painting,  candle  mak- 
ing, raffles,  and  other  games  and 
booths. 

An  elaborate  barbecue 
spread  was  planned  in  conjunc- 
tion with  DAKA,  but  due  to  the 
cold  it  was  moved  into  the  Din- 
ing Commons.  The  buffet  still 
had  all  the  regular  barbecue 
foods,  and  students  used  paper 
plates  and  cups,  but  it  just  wasn't 
the  same  as  being  outdoors. 

This  event  gets  an  "A"  for 
effort  —  for  those  couple  hundred 
or  so  students  who  actually 
braved  the  weather  and  came  out 
to  the  quad  during  the  course  of 
the  day,  the  Saturday  Carnival 
was  a  lot  of  fun.  Along  with  the 
red  cheeks  and  frosted  ears  there 
were  plenty  of  smiles.  But  a 
boost  of  warmer  weather  would 
probably  have  made  all  the  dif- 
ference in  more  FSC  students  to 
enjoy  the  weekend.  Maybe  next 
spring  Mother  Nature  will  coop- 
erate with  the  Spring  Sizzle  and 
give  a  little  sun  to  go  with  it. 


Students  attend  march 
in  Washington,  D.C. 


by  James  Knight 
Contributing  writer 

On  March  31,  fourteen  FSC 
students  attended  a  march  for 
nursing  at  the  Capital  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

The  purpose  of  the  march 
from  Capital  Hill  to  the  White 
House  was  to  speak  out  and  in- 
form the  general  public  of  the 
changing  status  of  nursing  in 
today's  health  care  industry. 

Before  the  march,  senators, 
doctors  and  nurses  spoke  at  a 
rally  at  Capital  Hill.  The  main 
points  addressed  were:  increas- 
ing unsafe  nurse-to-patient  ra- 
tios, under-educated  personnel 


taking  over  nurses'  tasks,  and 
nurses  not  getting  public  recog- 
nition for  the  importance  of  their 
work. 

The  rally  and  march  provided 
participants  with  opportunity  to 
meet  with  and  share  experiences 
with  nurses  and  students  from 
Maine  to  California. 

FSC  students  who  attended 
the  march  included:  Tara  Bird, 
Diane  Gerossie,  Craig  Johnson, 
Jennifer  Mcintyre,  Jennifer 
Owens,  Becky  Hurt,  Kendra 
Hartlage,  Lynette  Blakesley, 
Lisa  Tapper,  Amanda  Curry, 
Julie  Kenny,  Katherine 
Knihnicki,  Jodie  Klekotka  and 
James  Knight. 


FSC  Release 

Joyce  Aucoin,  a  senior  at 
FSC,  has  been  selected  as  a  re- 
cipient of  the  1995  Student 
Scholarship  Award  from  Mas- 
sachusetts Women  in  Public 
Higher  Education. 

Aucoin  was  honored  for 
overcoming  barriers  to  achieve 
outstanding  academic  success. 

Despite  becoming  hearing 
impaired  at  age  15,  her  disabil- 
ity was  not  diagnosed  until  she 
was  29.  After  learning  sign  lan- 
guage, she  enrolled  in  college. 
This  spring,  the  Human  Ser- 


vices major  will  graduate  with 
high  honors. 

A  wife  and  mother,  Aucoin 
has  also  been  extremely  active 
in  the  community.  She  is  presi- 
dent of  both  the  South  Fitchburg 
Neighborhood  Association  and 
the  Fitchburg  Youth  Commis- 
sion. She  is  co-chair  of  the 
Fitchburg  Safe  and  Healthy 
Neighborhood  Coalition  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Montachusett  Oppor- 
tunity Council. 

She  has  earned  a  number  of 
awards,  including  two  City  of 
Fitchburg  citations,  the  Charles 


V.  Bean  Award,  the  George  R. 
Wallace  Award,  the  United  Way 
Volunteer  Award,  and  the 
Bronze  Pelican  from  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America. 

At  FSC,  she  has  been  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Disability 
Services  Committee,  and  has 
been  named  to  the  Dean's  List, 
honorary  societies  and  Who's 
Who.  She  is  currently  doing 
field  work  at  Catholic  Charities. 
Massachusetts  Women  in 
Public  Higher  Education  is  a 
statewide  organization  with 
membership  from  each  of  the  29 
state  colleges  and  universities. 


Earth  Week  to  be  held  April  18-21 


by  Marshal  DeLisle 
News  editor 

The  FSC  MASSPIRG 
chapter  will  hold  its  annual 
Earth  Week  celebrations  from 
Tuesday,  April  18  to  Friday, 
April  21  with  educational 
tables  and  exhibits  covering 
environmental  issues  from 
pesticides  to  drinking  water. 
A  week-long  recycling  ef- 
fort will  allow  students  to 
properly  dispose  of  bottles, 


cans  and  other  recyclable  prod- 
ucts. 

MASSPIRG  representatives 
will  be  collecting  student  signa- 
tures for  the  Free  the  Planet  pe- 
titions. The  petitions  include  an 
Environmental  Bill  of  Rights,  as 
well  as  25  Action  items  Con- 
gress must  do  to  protect  the  en- 
vironment. 

"We  have  collected  about 
300  petitions  at  FSC  so  far,"  said 
Dannielle  Lucas,  MASSPIRG 
campus  organizer.  "We  are  aim- 


ing to  get  twice  that  this  week." 
Wednesday,  April  19, 
MASSPIRG  will  erect  an  endan- 
gered species  graveyard  in  the 
quad  (weather  permitting)  to 
protest  Congress's  proposed  dis- 
mantling of  the  Endangered  Spe- 
cies Act. 

Students  can  participate  in  a 
drinking  water  taste  test  on 
Thursday  in  G-Lobby.  The  test 
will  include  water  samples  from 
area  towns  and  bottled  water. 


RESERVE  OFFICERS'  TRAINING  CORPS 


START  YOUR  CLIMB 
TO  CAREER  SUCCESS  THIS  SUMMER. 

Apply  now  for  six  weeks  of  Army  ROTC 
leadership  training.  With  pay,  without  obligation. 
You'll  develop  the  discipline,  confidence,  and 
decisiveness  it  takes  to  succeed  in  any  career. 
And  you'll  qualify  to  earn  Army  officer  credentials 
while  you're  completing  your  college  studies. 


ARMY  ROTC 
TWO-YEAR  PROGRAM 


THE  SMARTEST  COLLEGE 
COURSE  TOUCAN  TAKE. 

Call  Cpt.  Mike  Jessup  @  665-3409 
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College  Life: 
A  Few  Things  To  Know 


KNOW-  W^'cK  «ff"-campu/ 

\>ooksUr<.  vvi'/  buy  back  your 

U/ed  ^45"  fexfbook*  -for  i-viore  H<jn  Z5tf  «<cA. 


pizza  place  alivay5  Tqk«5  exactly  3>  r*>'mut«s 


garter-eating   laundromat 
fwackines  4o   avoid. 


Ka/ow  the  cope: 

\T^lw^Ys  costs  less  thaa'  \-soo-couecv 

Hey  on  college  campuses  those  "in  the  know"  are  the  ones  who  rule. 
And  it's  not  just  about  being  smart  in  the  classroom,  it's  about  being  wise 
with  your  wallet  as  well.  So  if  you  want  a  great  low  price  on  a  collect  call, 
just  dial  1  800-CALL-ATT  It  always  costs  less  than  1-800-COLLECE  Always. 

There  are  lots  of  tricky  things  for  you  to  learn  at  college,  but  here's 
something  that's  easy:  KNOW  THE  CODE,  and  save  the  person  on  the 
other  end  some  serious  money  "Vbu'll  be  glad  you  did. 

AHST.  Your  True  Voice.* 


ALWAYS  COSTS  LESS 
THAN  1-800-COLLECT.* 


'  Promotions  excluded  1-800-COLLECT"  is  a  service  mark  of  Ma 
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Wilde  play  unleashed  at  McKay 


Randy  Meech  and  Guy  D'Annolfo  practice  their  lines 


by  Rob  Haneisen 
Strobe  writer 

Classic  theater  makes  a  re- 
turn to  Fitchburg  State  with  the 
production  of  Oscar  Wilde's 
"The  Importance  of  Being  Ear- 
nest." The  play  will  be  per- 
formed at  8  p.m.  on  April  20,  2 1 , 
22,  23,  27,  28,  29,  and  30  at  the 
McKay  Auditorium.  Ticket 
prices  are  $7  for  the  general  pub- 
lic and  $4  for  students  and  se- 
nior citizens. 

1995  marks  the  centennial  of 
not  only  Fitchburg  State,  but  also 
of  Wilde's  play  which,  has  been 
described  by  Co-director  Chola 
Chisunka  as  "  one  of  those  clas- 
sics that  focuses  on  comedy,  the 
kind  of  comedy  that  is  symbolic 
and  so  very  delicate."  Chisunka, 
who  has  been  a  professor  in  the 
English  department  since  1990 


and  also  has  20  years  of  experi- 
ence in  theater,  directed  last 
year's  successful  production  of 
the  Moliere's  French  comedy 
"The  Misanthrope." 

Three  actors  from  "The  Mis- 
anthrope," Guy  D'Annolfo, 
Robert  Hogan  and  Randy  Meech 
will  return  to  the  stage  this  year. 
The  cast  also  includes  Alicia 
Jack,  Sean  Jamison,  Joanna 
Karamanos,  Jenna  Colleen  and 
Jessica  Powers. 

Chisunka  said  this  year's 
play  is  more  difficult  to  perform 
because  of  the  way  the  play  is 
structured,  but  added  that  his 
actors  are  once  again  outdoing 
themselves. 

Co-directing  with  Chisunka 
is  first-year  professor  Sara 
Whitcomb.  She  has  16  years 
experience  as  a  professional  ac- 
tor, and  this  will  be  her  first  time 
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in  ten  years  assuming  the  role 
of  director,  one  she  admits  she 
was  a  little  hesitant  in  taking.  As 
a  new  faculty  member  she  said 
she  felt  like  the  outsider  com- 
ing in  at  first,  but  soon  felt  at 
ease  with  the  actors,  crediting 
their  personability  and  skill. 

Whitcomb  describes  the  play 
as  a  satire  about  the  games  that 
men  and  women  play  and  the 
masks  that  proper  society  places 
on  people  of  high  social  posi- 
tion. She  adds  that  the  comedy 
arises  when  the  masks  slip  off. 
Whitcomb  said  one  of  the 
problems  with  absorbing  all  of 
the  comedy  in  the  play,  and  with 
performing  it,  is  the  play's  ex- 
ceedingly t'alky  style.  However, 
the  play  succeeds  on  many  lev- 
els, most  notably,  its  ability  to 
poke  fun  at  the  snobby  British. 


Finding  "Mr.  Right 


ft 


College  Press  Service 

The  old  adage  about  women 
going  to  college  to  earn  their 
Mrs.  degree  is  considered  out  of 
date  and  politically  incorrect  on 
most  campuses  today. 

So  when  some  Northwestern 
University  students  discovered 
one  of  the  seminars  at  a  women's 
career  conference  offered  tips  on 
how  to  pick  up  men  in  the  work- 
place, they  were  astounded. 

"It  just  focuses  on  externals, 
like  how  to  attract  a  man  and 
how  to  flirt,"  said  Ellen 
McCarty,  a  sophomore  majoring 
in  journalism.  "It's  not  about 
how  to  deal  with  self-esteem  — 
with  or  without  a  man." 

McCarty,  19,  and  several 
other  NU  students  are  upset 
about  "Defining  Mr.  Right:  A 
Career  Women's  Guide  to 
Choosing  a  Man,"  a  seminar 
aimed  at  teaching  the  appropri- 
ate skills  for  matching  female 
students  with  their  prospective 
mates. 

The  seminar,  part  of  a  three- 
day  conference  aimed  at  helping 
NU  women  prepare  life  skills  in 
the  workplace  after  college,  is 
sponsored  by  The  Council  of 


One  Hundred,  a  group  of  promi- 
nent alumni  concerned  with 
NU's  future  female  graduates. 

The  Council  was  formed  in 
1992  as  a  way  to  help  increase 
the  self-esteem  of  NU's  female 
students  after  a  university  study 
revealed  that  many  of  them  felt 
inadequate  in  comparison  to 
their  male  counterparts.  The 
Council  holds  two  conferences 
each  year. 

"It's  not  that  the  Council  isn't 
doing  good  things,  it's  just  that 
they're  helping  to  carry  on  what 
may  be  a  larger  social  problem" 
said  Pearl  O'Rourke,  a  junior 
majoring  in  Math.  "The  Coun- 
cil is  based  on  helping  NU 
women  gain  a  sense  of  higher 
self-esteem.  I  hope  that  they 
don't  think  the  way  to  achieve 
that  is  by  finding  the  right  man." 
McCarty  said  the  seminar 
didn't  bother  her  until  she  saw  a 
copy  of  the  book  on  which  the 
discussion  would  be  based. 

"That  was  offensive,"  said 
McCarty  of  the  1992  book  tided 
"Redefining  Mr.  Right"  by  Janet 
Glier  and  1966  NU  graduate 
Kathleen  Neumayer,  who  will  be 
leading  the  seminar.  "There 
were  some  decent  sections  about 


finding  someone  who  doesn't 
need  to  make  you  forget  about 
your  career,  and  the  importance 
of  that,  but  that  was  pretty  much 
cancelled  out  by  the  rest  of  the 
stuff." 

The  "other  stuff  McCarty 
refers  to  are  chapters  about  the 
art  of  picking  up  a  man,  includ- 
ing such  secrets  as  lipstick  ap- 
plication, hair  flipping,  inviting 
glances  and  cigarette  fondling. 

"It  brings  us  back  about  50 
years,"  said  McCarty.  "It  really 
doesn't  have  any  redeeming 
value." 

McCarty  said  the  Mr.  Right 
seminar  is  diluting  what  should 
be  an  important  subject. 

"We  should  be  trying  to  help 
women  deal  with  these  clashing 
issues — marriage  and  profes- 
sion," she  said.  "Instead  we're 
focusing  on  finding  a  mate." 

Still,  the  "Mr.  Right"  semi- 
nar is  the  most  popular  Council 
offering  by  far,  with  more  than 
100  students  signed  up  to  date. 
"It's  frustrating  that  students 
think  this  is  what  they  need  to 
learn  to  be  both  happy  and  suc- 
cessful," said  O'Rourke.  "The 
Council  of  One  Hundred 
shouldn't  perpetrate  that  belief." 


------- ■--■-    -■.■---  -----    --.■■■■■■■  -  ■■- 

Police  Log 

Sunday,  April  2,  1W5 

DISPERSAL— Local  youths -'from  the  Conlon  IA  Building 
DISPERSAL— three  local  teens  skate  boarding  in  front 
of  Sanders  Administration 


>m 


Monday,  April  3> 1995 


MEDICAL/RESCUE—  Transported  a  male  from  the  New 
Halls  to  Burbank  Hospital  via  cruiser, 
LARCENY — Of  textbook  taken  from  classroom  in  McKay. 
FIRE  ALARM— Burnt  food  setoff  a  smoke  detector  in  the 
New  Hails. 

Tuesday,  April  4, 1994 

FIRE  ALARM— Incense  in  Russell  Towers  set  off  detec- 
tor. 

SUSPICIOUS  MV— Reports  of  man  in  maroon  Subaru 
stopping  people  on  North  Stand  asking  for  money. 
MEDICAL  TRANSPORT— Male  from  Russell  Towers  to 
Burbank  via  cruiser. 

Wednesday,  April  5, 1995 

ASSIST  OTHER  PD—  In  trying  to  locate  male  student 
wanted  for  questioning  by  Fitchburg  Police  Department. 
LOST  &  FOUND— Numerous  items  brought  to  our  sta- 
tion from  locations  on  campus  to  be  placed  in  our  Lost  St 
Found, 

Thursday^Aprfl6,199S 

SUSPICIOUS  ACT--Male  at  front  of  Aubuehon  Hail  look- 
ing into  the  windows  dispersed. 

REQUEST FOR  POLICE— Report  of  four  men  beating  a 
man  behind  Herlihy  HaH.  AQ  gone  upon  our  arrival. 
BREAKING  &  ENTERING— To  motor  vehicle  parked  at 
McKay  SchooL 

DLSPERSAL— Six  local  teens  from  the  Commuter  Cafe  ia 
the  Hammond  Building. 

Friday,  April  7, 1995 

FIRE  ALARM— Pull  station  activated  outside  Percival 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE~~Residence  Life  requesting  as- 
sistance with  disruptive  people  in  Russell  Towers.  J  -Board 
complaints  to  be  filed. 
FD4E  ALARM— Activated  in  Herlihy  Hall. 
SUSPICIOUS  PERSONS— Report  of  people  yelling  behind 
Aubuehon  Halt  Gone  upon  our  arrival, 
FIRE  ALARM— Trouble  alarm  activated  in  New  Halls; 
Alarm  will  not  re-set, 

Saturday,  April  8, 1995 

NOISE  COMPLAINT-^Call  from  city  resident  complain- 
ing about  music  coming  from  bands  on  the  quad. 
ASSIST  OTHER  PD— Fitchburg  Police  requesting  that  we 
stand  by  while  they  stop  a  "Keg  Race*'  on  Highland  Ave. 


Listen  to  WXPL  91.3  fm,  your  campus 
radio  station. 
Request  line  345-1402 


Interested  DJ's 
should  stay  tuned 
for  on-air  openings 
next  semester. 
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Dance  show  impresses  with  Expressions 


by  Jason  Koivu 
A&E  editor 

Expressions,  a  dance  show 
comprised  of  performances  by 
the  FSC  Dance  Club  and  dance 
classes,  put  the  Weston  Audito- 
rium stage  floor  through  an  en- 
durance test  while  showcasing 
the  college's  talent  on  April  11. 

The  show  opened  with  a  bal- 
let rendition  of  "Phantom  of  the 
Opera"  choreographed  by  Mel- 
issa Monahan.  This  theatrical 
number  was  well  handled  pro- 
duction-wise, though  the  nerves 
of  the  dancers  seemed  to  get  the 
better  of  them.  A  dance  such  as 
this  requires  precision  timing, 
which  was  noticeably  missing  at 
certain  points. 

Out  of  the  four  solo  dances, 
Elizabeth  Fromentin's  perfor- 
mance was  the  most  memorable. 
Fromentin,  who  also  choreo- 
graphed the  dance,  displayed  her 
interpretation  of  Bette  Midler's 
"The  Rose"  with  great  skill  in 
conjuring  images  befitting  the 
song's  lyrics.  Her  bodily  grace 
made  for  a  perfect  imitation  of 
one  of  nature's  most  prized  pos- 


sessions. 

The  generally  enthusiastic 
packed  house  went  berserk  dur- 
ing "That's  Where  We'll  Be," 
performed  by  the  Art  of  Dance 
Class.  This  is  mostly  due  to  the 
reaction  of  the  female  portion  of 
the  audience,  who  cheered  espe- 
cially loud  when  a  couple  of  well 
proportioned  males  in  tight  tee 
shirts  entered  the  stage. 

On  the  flip  side,  the  audience 
was  left  somewhat  baffled  by  the 
Jazz  JJI  Class  performance  of 
"Torture  of  the  Equinox"  from 
the  soundtrack  to  the  movie  Hal- 
loween 5.  The  music  was  made 
for  a  horror  flick.  It  was  bizarre 
and  freaky,  and  the  dance  was 
choreographed  in  a  similar  fash- 
ion, yet  somehow  it  didn't  work. 
Such  was  the  case  with  the 
Dance  Club  Jazz  I  contribution, 
a  dance  choreographed  to  the 
Nine  Inch  Nails  song  "Head 
Like  A  Hole." 

One  of  the  night's  slickest 
performances  was  turned  in  by 
the  Street  Funk  I  class  during 
"Miss  You  Much,"  one  of  two 
Janet  Jackson  numbers  included 


Street  funk  III  strikes  a  pose  at  the  finale  of  the  Dance  Show,  with  "Throb." 


in  Expressions.  The  costumes, 
like  most,  were  well  made  and 
added  authenticity  to  a  master- 
fully executed  dance. 


The  Street  Funk  U  and  IB 
classes  combined  to  perform  to 
Jackson's  "You  Want  This"  and 
"Throb"  for  a  pumped-up  fi- 


Photo  by  Jennifer  Scull 

nale,  which  made  for  a  strong 
finish  to  a  commendable  perfor- 
mance by  all  involved  in  the  en- 
tire show. 


^ 


The  Strobe  is  looking  to  fill  the  following  positions  for  next  semester: 

Advertising  Manager 
Features  Editor 

News  Editor 
Associate  Editor 

Anyone  interested  can  contact  Derek  Valcourt  at  The  Strobe  -  665-3647 
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Students  on  the  decline 


by  Jean-Claude  Bouvier 
Contributing  writer 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  qual- 
ity of  the  American  college  stu- 
dent has  been  in  a  downward 
spiral  since  '72.  The  collective 
will  to  power  of  the  young  ide- 
alist in  this  country  was  beaten 
by:  the  fall  of  Nixon  and  the 
pop-up  Ford,  followed  by  the 
slight  recession  (does  anybody 
remember  a  fuel  crisis — secur- 
ing gasoline  by  odd-numbered 
license  plates?),  the  acceptance 
of  an  ass-kicking  by  a  little  coun- 
try with  a  heart  in  '75  (does 
"never  fight  a  land  war  in  Asia" 
sound  familiar?),  and  the  final 
nail  in  the  coffin  with  the  elec- 
tion of  Carter  in  '76  (Carter  . . . 
Clinton?  Hmm  ...  I  was  only 
five  at  the  time,  but  strangely  I 
have  a  feeling  that  I  read  the 
Enquirer  with  the  same  skepti- 
cism). They  just  had  nothing  left 
to  give,  and  now  that  there  are 
some  twenty-three  years  gone  by 
since  the  beginning  of  the  de- 
mise, people  are  starting  to  wake 
up  again  and  realize  that  some- 
thing is  wrong.  "Nooo,  surely 
you're  mistaken."  I  don't  think 
so,  and  stop  calling  me  Shirley! 

I'm  in  my  early  twenties  and 
I  feel  as  though  I'm  ten  years 
behind  anybody  who  was  edu- 


cated in  any  U.S.  institution  just 
twenty  years  ago.  My  back- 
ground in  the  classics  is  lacking, 
my  higher  math  is  almost  non- 
existent, my  vocabulary  is  right 
on  target  according  to  my  Mac — 
and  I  consider  that  an  insult,  I 
have  some  parts  to  a  puzzle 
called  history,  and  even  after  two 
years  of  high  school  French  and 
one  year  of  middle  school  Span- 
ish, all  I  can  say  in  either  lan- 
guage is  "Oui,  oui  Pee-wee"  and 
"Value  Menu." 

There  is  a  separation  between 
publicly  educated  students  or 
Drones  and  privately  educated 
students  or  Queens  that  I  find 
most  appalling.  What's  more 
appalling  still  is  the  lack  of  the 
majority  on  most  public  grounds 
to  realize  that  there  is  a  problem, 
that  they  are  being 
undereducated  and  under-cul- 
tured by  a  serious  margin.  They 
have  given  up  on  culture  as  an 
issue  of  style  and  intellect  and 
traded  it  in  for  a  false  culture  run 
by  the  Queens  they  could  never 
compete  with.  (Hey  pal,  you 
with  the  Champion  shirt  and 
COCKS  hat,  "Queens"  is  not  a 
sexual  reference,  so  shut  your 
hole,  yo-yo.) 

I  have  a  few  friends  who  are 
exceptions  to  the  rule.  They  are 
those  who  realize  that  there  is  a 


problem  and  are  attempting  to 
educate  and  culture  themselves. 
They  usually  come  from  edu- 
cated families  and  have  a  pas- 
sion for  such  appetites.  One  of 
those  friends  was  recently  ad- 
vised not  to  go  on  to  graduate 
school,  because  he  would  fall 
into  a  trap  regarding  a  certain 
type  of  literature.  He  was  told 
that  he  should  probably  take  a 
few  years  off  and  travel  Europe. 
For  what?  Culture,  perspective, 
a  new  frame  of  reference,  to 
learn  to  survive  without  Mama 
somewhere  besides  the  football 
field — you  know,  like  they  did 
in  the  old  days.  In  the  years  that 
preceded  1972. 

"So  what?  Shut  this  kid  up! 
Who  lets  these  guys  write  any- 
thing anyway?  They  make  me 
think  and  it  hurts.  I  have  to  re- 
invent myself?  Oh,  you  are 
naughty!"  HEY!  You  worry 
me.  I  won't  let  this  country  be- 
come an  amusement  park  called 
Freedomland,  where  the  only 
freedom  in  the  land  is  your  abil- 
ity to  choose  what  kind  of 
NEWT-TV  or  Speedo  Burger 
you  could  have  today.  If  the 
state  won't  take  the  money  you 
gave  them  to  educate  you,  then 
as  the  old  saying  goes,  "if  you 
want  something  done,  you  BET- 
TER DO  IT  YOURSELF!" 


ATTENTION  WRITERS: 

The  FSC  English  club  needs  new  members  for  next  year. 

If  we  do  not  hear  from  a  sufficient  number  of  interested 

students  by  April  30,  the  club  will  not  be  able  to  continue. 

Please  contact  us  at  Box  6701. 




Youpierced  what!? 


by  CM*  ftocbeleau 
Production  assistant 


II 

m 
m 


Who'd  have  ever  thought  that  keeping  up  with  the  Joneses 
would  include  impaling  your  own  body  parts?  It  began  inno- 
cently enough  with  a  few  brave  men  piercing  their  ears,  but 
then  it  exploded  Into  an  all-out  skewer-fest  turning  men  and 
women  alike  into  living  voodoo  dolls.  What's  happening  here? 

Admittedly,  I  was  a  teenager  in  the  80's,  although  I  usually 
deny  that  fact  Punk  rockers,  preppies  and  the  cheerleader 
mentality  were  rampant  then,  but  we  thought  it  'like,  so  cool, 
man."  I  remember  looking  back  at  the  70's,  and  thinking  about 
my  first  pair  of  bell-bottom  jeans— -I  "gagged,"  and  was  glad 
to  be  living  in  such  a  "totally  coor  time. 

But  here  we  are  in  1995,  the  "alternative  decade  "  This* 
too,  seems  like  a  cool  decade,  but  we  all  know  that  sooner  or 
later  we'll  be  looking  at  it  the  way  we  do  the  80*s*  Currently 
everyone  is  dressing  in  loose  (often  plaid)  clothing,  wearing 
team  jackets  (which,  by  the  way,  are  realty  beginning  to  annoy 
me),  and  (here  we  go)  piercing  everything  that  sticks  out  more 
than  three  centimeters  from  their  bodies. 

Am  I  the  only  one  confused  by  this  particular  fashion  trend? 
Apparently,  just  a  set  for  the  ears  is  no  longer  good  enough.  It 
used  to  be  the  style  of  the  jewelry  that  made  the  fashion  state- 
ment, now  it's  where  you  put  H,  and  how  many  you  have.  Sure, 
it's  not  like  a  tattoo  on  the  forehead,  but  all  that  metal  holds 
your  gaze  tike  headlights  hold  a  deer. 

I  often  wonder  what  goes  through  the  mind  of  someone  who 
is  considering  piercing  some  part  of  the  body  other  than  the 
ears,  particularly  the  private  parts.  Where  do  you  go  to  have 
your  nipples  pierced,  anyway?  Pve  never  seen  a  woman  in  the 
middle  of  a  crowded  mall  jewelry  store  pointing  to  her  exposed 
breast  exclaiming,  "about  here  is  good.'*  Likewise,  I've  never 
seen  a  man  coming  out  of  a  jewelry  store  zipping  up  his  fly,  Do 
they  have  a  back  room  where  this  is  done?  I  hope  they  at  least 
have  a  different  gun  for  those  "special  requests.*'  I'm  sure 
they  don't  pay  those  clerks  nearly  enough. 

At  least  with  noses  and  eyebrows  you  wouldn't  have  to  leave 
the  sales  floor  and  go  to  that  soundproof  room  in  die  back  (the 
one  specially  designed  to  dampen  blood-curdfing  screams).  But 
now  you're  walking  around  with  metal  stuck  to  your  face  like 
you  just  emerged  from  some  frightening  near-fatal  auto  acci^ 
dent  An  interesting  look,  but  it's  just  not  me.  Maybe  RoboGop, 
or  Locutus  of  Borg,  but  not  me. 

And  who  pierces  their  lips  and  tongue?  This  Is  simply  out 
of  the  question.  It  seems  like  it  would  get  in  the  way  more  than 
anything  else.  I  would  think  that  the  only  statement  hke  it 
would  get  in  the  way  more  than  anything  else,  I  would  think 
that  the  only  statement  you  could  make  with  a  lip  or  tongue- 
ring  is  that  you  enjoy  mouth  sores,  and  apparently  you  feel 
you're  much  more  articulate  with  the  lisp. 

So  where  do  wegofromhere?  I'm  afraid  to  speculate.  If  I 
had  written  an  article  in  1985  predicting  that  people  would  be 
sticking  earrings  through  their  eyebrows  and  scrota  in  ten 
years,  people  would  thmk  I  was  insane.  I  don't  know  about 
anyone  else,  but  I  think  I'D  keep  a  dose  check  on  the  number 
of  extra  holes  I  put  in  my  head.  I'm  just  going  to  waitfor the 
next  fashion  trend  to  come  around— maybe  one  that's  a  Utile 


Making  life  easier 


by  CM.  Rocheleau 
Production  assistant 

Having  spent  my  entire  life 
with  the  blessing  of  two  good 
legs,  I  have  never  really  given 
much  thought  to  stairs  and 
ramps.  However,  it  was  recently 
pointed  out  to  me  that  to  get 
from  the  Holmes  Dining  Com- 
mons/Edgerly  Hall  area  to  the 
Library  (only  a  few  feet)  via 
wheelchair,  one  must  travel 
completely  around  the  back  side 
of  Thompson  Hall. 

This  seems  unnecessary  due 


to  the  excessively  wide  staircase 
located  between  Thompson  Hall 
and  the  Hammond  Building.  I 
have  noticed  that  the  college 
does  not  even  bother  to  shovel 
the  entire  staircase  during  the 
winter,  presumably  because  they 
know  that  the  entire  staircase  is 
not  needed  for  the  amount  of 
traffic  that  uses  it.  Wouldn't  it 
make  sense  to  install  a  ramp 
along  one  side  of  that  staircase 
to  make  our  campus  more  acces- 
sible to  our  wheelchair-confined 
classmates? 
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Letter  to  the  Editor 


Religious 
«■■»  right  political 

^Mm^  hacks  like  colum- 
Bb|  nist  Cal  Thomas 
try  to  portray  use  of 
condoms  and  safer  sex  as  a  lib- 
eral-left political  plot. 

Yet  Surgeon  General  Antonia 
C.  Novello,  appointed  by  Re- 
publican President  George  Bush, 
issued  a  statement  strongly  sup- 
porting condom  use  for  preven- 
tion of  HIV  transmission.  Simi- 
lar statements  were  issued  by  her 
predecessor,  C.  Everett  Koop, 
who  was  appointed  by  Republi- 
can President  Ronald  Reagan. 

Novello  claims  that  new  HTV 
seroconversions  in  the  U.S.  will 
be  reduced  if  more  persons  use 
condoms  consistently  and  cor- 
rectly. As  to  the  question  of 
pores  in  condoms,  which  has 
replaced  the  medieval  question 
about  how  many  angels  can 
stand  on  the  head  of  a  pin  in  the 
minds  of  modern-day  religious 


by  Leo  Bray 
Opinion  editor 

I  recently  spent  two  classes 
in  a  row  discussing  material  that 
few  of  my  classmates  had  read. 
In  one  class,  the  professor  sim- 
ply looked  disgusted  when  less 
than  half  a  dozen  hands  went  up 
to  indicate  who  had  done  the 
reading,  and  then  went  on  to  dis- 
cuss the  reading  with  those 
few.    In  the  other  class,  an 
equally  small  percentage  of  the 
class  had  done  the  reading. 
However,  in  this  case  the  pro- 
fessor chose  to  pace  the  class 
according  to  the  needs  of  the 
slackers,  taking  up  extra  class 
time  to  summarize  the  reading 
while  discussing  it. 

What  is  this,  middle  school? 
I  know  I  should' ve  gotten  used 
to  students  slacking  off  by 
now;  I  guess  I  am  used  to  it. 
What  I'm  not  used  to  is  having 
a  professor  in  an  upper-level 
course  make  the  whole  class  suf- 
fer for  the  relative  lack  of  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  students 
who've  fallen  behind.  While  I 
understand  that  this  professor 
wanted  every  student  to  under- 
stand the  material,  what  was  the 
point  of  wasting  extra  time  on 
those  who  hadn't  read  it?  Any 
discussion  is  going  to  be  beyond 


zealots,  she  cites  a  National  In- 
stitutes of  Health  study  that 
found  no  holes  even  at  2,000 
times  magnification. 

Acknowledging  that  holes 
can  occur,  she  refers  to  quality 
control  testing  by  the  FDA, 
which  has  found  an  average 
condom  waterleak  rate  of  0.3 
percent.  If  the  failure  rate  of  a 
batch  of  condoms  exceeds  four 
per  1,000,  they  are  recalled  and 
barred  from  sale.  This  is  a  far 
cry  from  the  33  percent  failure 
rate  hysteria  mongers  like  Tho- 
mas proclaim. 

Concerns  about  the  barrier 
performance  of  latex  rubber 
have  been  rebutted  by  research- 
ers M.D.  Morris  and  T.D. 
Pendle,  who  attribute  condom 
failures  to  misuse  rather  than  any 
defect  in  the  product.  Leaching 
in  water,  which  is  part  of  the 
normal  condom  production  pro- 
cess, effectively  makes  the  po- 
rous structure  in  the  latex  disap- 
pear, they  claim.  They  also  re- 
fer to  the  two  layers  of  a  condom 


them,  so  why  drag  it  out  on  their 
account?  The  original  fault  of 
the  students  has  been  com- 
pounded by  the  professor's 
spoon-feeding  the  material  to 
them.  While  I  understand  the 
rationale  behind  this  teaching 
approach,  I  can't  justify  it. 

What  would  I  rather  see  the 
professor  do — forge  on  ahead, 
leaving  those  who  haven't  kept 


up  with  the  syllabus  to  fend  for 
themselves?  You  bet!  That's 
what  my  other  professor  did,  and 
it  worked  just  fine  for  those  of 
us  who'd  done  the  reading.  It's 
up  to  the  others  to  catch  up  on 
their  own  time,  not  drag  us  down 
with  them. 

The  college  requires  profes- 
sors to  make  up  detailed  syllabi, 
outlining  from  beginning  to  end 
what  any  given  course  will 
cover.  In  both  courses  discussed 


saying  that,  "the  possibility  of  a 
hole  being  made  through  both 
layers,  or  of  a  hole  in  each  layer 
being  perfectly  aligned  seems 
extremely  remote."  They  say 
that  their  contention  is  further 
borne  out  by  the  tensile  strength 
of  condoms  under  high  elonga- 
tion and  direct  experimentation 
with  the  HTV  virus. 

A  Consumer  Reports  article 
also  reported  that  examination  of 
stretched  latex  condoms  by  an 
electron  microscope  showed  "no 
pores"  and  "an  effective  intact 
barrier  which  won't  even  let 
water — one  of  the  tiniest  of  mol- 
ecules— filter  through."  It  also 
describes  various  laboratory  ex- 
periments showing  that  various 
sexually  transmitted  germs  can- 
not pass  through  latex  condoms. 
The  leaky  boat  rumors  about 
condoms  spread  by  the  religious 
right  do  not  hold  water.  But 
condoms  do  hold  water  and  hold 
back  the  HIV  virus,  too. 

Jim  Senyszyn,  former 
Act-Up  Member 


herein,  the  syllabi,  which  the 
professors  follow  pretty  closely 
include  dated  reading  assign- 
ments for  every  week  of  the  se- 
mester. So  it's  not  as  if  the  stu- 
dents didn't  know  they  were 
supposed  to  read  this  material. 
They  simply  hadn't  done  so 
when  they  should  have. 

I  know  we  all  fall  behind 
sometimes.  Everyone  has  their 
problems,  and  my  sympathy 
for  them.  Personally,  I'm  still 
trying  to  catch  up  from  a  re- 
cent week-long  illness.  But  I 
don't  expect  everyone  else  in 
my  classes  to  wait  for  me. 
Until  I  catch  up,  I'll  simply 
take  careful  notes  to  review  af- 
ter I've  read  the  material  un- 
der discussion.  It's  my  prob- 
lem, and  I'll  solve  it. 

I'd  feel  terrible,  and  so 
would  anyone  with  any  self- 
respect,  if  other  students  had  to 
suffer  for  my  falling  behind. 
When  it's  evident  to  the  class 
that  the  professor  is  catering  to 
the  slackers,  it's  difficult  to  re- 
strain oneself  from  smacking 
those  who  seem  to  require 
spoon-feeding  because  they've 
failed  to  complete  their  assigned 
reading.  It's  even  more  difficult 
to  enjoy  the  class  or  derive  any- 
thing from  it. 


Nature  vs.  Nurture 

by  Keith  Fredericks 
Strobe  writer 

Everyone  has  their  own  opinion  on  this  subject.  Since  the 
dawn  of  psychology  and  other  related  sciences,  this  contro- 
versy has  grasped  the  attention  of  anyone  that  has  been  in- 
troduced to  it.  The  truth,  however  is  far  from  being  found, 
and  the  theories  are  far  from  being  right 

What  if  your  parents  told  you  when  you  were  little  that 
you  bad  been  evaluated  as  having  a  below  average  intellect? 
Would  you  conclude  that  you  must  still  be  below  average? 
"Nature"  would  say  yes,  while  "Nurture"  would  say  no. 
Obviously  you'd  like  to  believe  that  you're  no  longer  "stu- 
pid* In  that  case,  you  would  support  "Nurture,"  which 
means  that  you  believe  intelligence  is  developed,  not  prede- 
termined. 

Only  an  ignorant  fool  would  emphasize  the  vast  impor- 
tance of  only  Nature  or  Nurture.  Most  agree  that  the  devel- 
opment of  anything  depends  on  a  compromise  of  both  Na- 
ture and  Nurture.  In  the  example  above,  this  would  mean 
that  your  intelligence  is  somewhat  predetermined,  as  well  as 
developed. 

Sexual  preference,  personality,  intelligence,  disease,  psy- 
chosis and  almost  anything  else  that  we  desire  control  over 
wiU  undergo  the  analysis  of  Nature  vs.  Nurture.  But  why? 
Why  do  we  care?  We  care  because  we  need  to  know  why 
things  happen,  in  order  to  fix,  prevent  or  control  them. 
Today's  society  wants  control  over  everything,  that's  why! 

We  do  not  and  cannot  have  control  over  everything.  The 
concept  of  God  allows  us  to  believe  that  someone  has  control, 
and  thus  that  control  is  possible.  Whether  a  homosexual  is  a 
homosexual  because  of  a  predetermined  brain  abnormality, 
or  from  upbringing  doesn  *t  matter.  We  are  who  we  are. 

Ws  ironic  that  Nature  and  Nurture  are  even  separated. 
They're  related!  No  one  acknowledges  thfol  As  organisms 
we  are  machines  composed  of  bits  and  pieces  of  our  environ- 
ment. How  can  we  separate  ourselves  from  what  we're  made 
of?  We  can't!  Heredity  comes  from  the  environment  (Na- 
ture comes  rrom  Nurture).  We  come  from  our  environment. 
Not  only  that,  but  organisms  manipulate  their  environment 
(Nature  manipulates  Nurture).  We  manipulate  our  environ- 
ment. "\^]; 

If  Nature  and  Nurture  are  equally  proportional,  then  how 
can  they  be  differentiated  successfully?  That's  the  whole 
problem;  they  can't  They  are  slowly  becoming  equally  im- 
portant in  the  eyes  of  developmental  psychologists — and  we 
wonder  why^  They  can't  be  separated . 

Most  people  are  familiar  with  the  "chicken  or  the  egg" 
debate.  Those  that  can  understand  this  debate  can  under- 
stand how  ludicrous  Nature  vs*  Nurture  really  is.  You  can't 
have  a  chicken  without  an  egg,  and  vice  versa.  That's  why  it 
was  a  funny  debate.  That's  why  Nature  vs.  Nurture  is,  too. 
You  cant  have  Nature  without  Nurture.  Regardless  of 
the  paradox  in  the  debate,  a  sensible  reason  for  how  we  de- 
velop is  still  missing.  With  knowledge  of  the  paradox,  only 
one  conclusion  can  be  drawn. 

Both  our  abilities  and  our  faults  are  in  fact  predetermined! 
Sorry.  However  (don't  go  out  and  buy  a  gun  just  yet),  our 
abilities  and  faults  are  developed  continuously  through  life. 
(Doesn't  that  sound  a  lot  better,  and  make  a  lot  more  sense?) 
We  all  have  our  own  unique  potentials.  We  can  develop 
toward  our  potentials  at  whatever  rate  we  wish.  Michael 
Jordan  learned  that  with  effort,  he  could  expand  his  poten- 
tial in  baseball.  He  also  learned  that  regardless  of  effort,  his 
greatest  potential  was  in  basketball  We  can't  change  who 
we  are,  but  as  we  bend  the  truth,  we  can  also  bend  ourselves. 


BLOOM  COUNTY 


by  Berke  Breathed 
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by  John  Dechellis 
Contributing  writer 

Portrait:  All  That  Matters 
**l/2 

The  group  Portrait,  produced 
by  Capitol  Records,  recently  re- 
leased their  second  album  en- 
titled All  That  Matters.  The  four- 
member  group  is  reminiscent  of 
Boys  U  Men,  but  unfortunately 
they  aren't. 

Portrait  describes  its  music  as 
"chillin'  out"  music.  Well,  this 
reviewer  chilled  out,  listened  to 
it,  and  fell  asleep.  The  music  is 
not  that  bad,  but  the  entire  album 
is  compiled  of  songs  that  are 
slow  and  mellow. 

Portrait  uses  more  jazz  in- 
struments, such  as  the  piano, 
drums  and  the  sax  These  instru- 
ments combined  produce  the 
mellow,  70s,  "retro-vibe"  jazzy 
kind  of  sound. 

Most  of  the  songs  start  off 
strong  with  a  lot  of  bass  and 


strong  beats.  One  song  that 
starts  good  and  doesn't  flatten 
out  is  "Do  You  Wanna  Get 
Down."  This  song  is  definitely 
the  best  on  the  CD.  It's  got  a  lot 
of  soul  and  funk. 

The  group's  first  released 
single,  "I  Can  Call  You"  is  also 
worthy  of  merit.  This  is  another 
song  with  a  good  beat  and  a 
smooth  sound.  Another  great 
song  on  the  album  is  a  classy 
remake  of  the  Bee  Gees  classic 
"How  Deep  is  Your  Love."  It 
starts  off  slow,  but  its  beat  is 
strong  and  smooth  and  the  har- 
mony of  the  four  voices  is  great. 
All  in  all,  there  is  a  lot  of  tal- 
ent in  the  voices  and  in  the  melo- 
dies of  the  songs.  They  just  need 
that  little  extra  to  make  it  a  great 
album  (maybe  a  fast  dance 
song), 

So  if  you  like  70s  era  slow, 
smooth  songs  this  is  the  group 
for  you,  and  that's  All  That  Mat- 
ters. 


0 


And  the  band  played  on 


m 


by  Jason  Koivu 
A&E  editor 

Gavin  Bryars:  The  Sinking  of  the  Titanic 


The  sinking  of  the  Ti- 1  * 
tankisadepressing subJ  HE  SINKING  OF  THE  TITANIC 
ject  to  talk  about,  never 
mind  composing  music 
to,  which  is  what  Gavin 
Bryars  did  with  his  re- 
lease The  Sinking  of  the 
Titanic 

A  musical  footnote 
behind  this  historical 
tragedy  is  that  the  ship's 
band  continued  to  play  long  after  it  began  to  sink.   Bryars 
bases  his  work  on  this  theme. 

This  hour-long  CD  of  classical  music  is  comprised  of  one 
song  chopped  into  eleven  sections.  Only  the  first  and  last  sec- 
tions differ  from  the  other  nine.  It  begins  with  the  peaceful 
sounds  of  an  operating  ship,  followed  by  a  distressing  clamor 
signifying  Its  head-on  collision  with  an  iceberg. 

Then  begins  the  marathon.  Throughout  the  rest  of  the  CD 
(except Tor  the  last  minute),  a  sedate  din  of  chamber  music 
provides  a  droning  background  for  an  occasional  noise,  such 
as  dripping,  churning,  or  voices.  Bryars  employed  the 
Wenhaston  Boys*  Choir  to  render  a  few  sparse  yet  effectively 
eerie  chants.  But  hearing  the  voices  of  what  are  imagined  to 
be  passengers,  is  even  more  ghostly. 

Other  than  the  usual  orchestral  instruments,  Bryars  also 
uses  water  gongs  and  electric  guitars.  However,  there  are  no 
Steve  Vai  shred-the-strings  solos.  The  guitar  is  used  merely  as 
an  effect  during  the  iceberg  collision  and  is  hardly  recogniz- 
able. 

Point  blank,  this  is  boring  stuff,  Those  of  you  who  are  of 
the  Pink  Floyd  "The  WalF  mentality  (especially  the  very  end 
where  the  kids  are  picking  up  the  trash)  will  find  this  quite 
enchanting.  Play  this  stuff  constantly  If  you've  got  an  annoy- 
mgly  energetic  roommate  who  you'd  like  to  bring  down  a  few 
notches. 

By  the  time  you've  listened  to  this  entire  CD  you  feel  as  if 
the  Titanic  could  have  sunk  about  a  dozen  tiroes  before  you're 
through.  Bryars  leaves  the  listener  depressed  and  without  hope, 
as  the  survivors  no  doubt  felt  while  watching  the  "unshakable" 
ship  take  wHh  it  nearly  1500  victims.  And  this  is  the  CD's 
good  point.  In  trying  to  capture  the  musical  feel  of  the  sinking 
of  the  Titanic,  Bryars  has  done  an  excellent  job:  this  is  thor- 


oughly draining. 
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Portrait 


Farley  falls  short  with  Tommy  Boy 


by  Jason  Koivu 
A&E  editor 

Tommy  Boy 

** 

The  hour  of  the  lovable  idiot 
has  arrived.  Add  Tommy  Boy 
to  the  growing  list  of  Forrest 
Gumpian  movies. 

Saturday  Night  Live's  Chris 
Farley  stars  as  Tommy  Calahan, 
the  dim-witted  son  of  a  rich 
businessman,  played  by  Brian 
Dannehy. 

The  movie's  plot  is  rehashed 
and  only  present  out  of  neces- 
sity; Tommy  has  to  overcome 
his  lack  of  intelligence  to  save 
his  father's  company  from  be- 
ing taken  over  from  the  bad 
guys. 

If  you're  not  a  Farley  fan, 
steer  clear  of  this  one.  HisSNL 
persona  is  magnified  beyond  its 


worth.  This  also  goes  for  co-star 
and  fellow  SNL-er,  David 
Spade.  Of  course,  if  you  are  a 
fan  of  their  material,  Tommy 
Boy  has  more  than  enough  of 
what  turns  you  on. 

Farley  uses  his  tremendous 
weight  advantage  to  coax  laugh- 
ter from  the  audience.  When 
he's  not  busy  chewing  the  fat, 
he's  running  into  walls  and 
bumping  his  head  on  everything 
in  sight. 

The  situations  he  and  Spade 
find  themselves  in,  for  the  most 
part,  are  nothing  new.  Though, 
for  a  mainstream  movie,  a  few 
of  the  scenes  are  somewhat  of  a 
surprise. 

And  as  stated  before,  if  you 
can  stand  Farley  you'll  enjoy 
this  one.  Admittedly,  he  is 
among  the  best  of  today's  physi- 
cal comedians.  His  performance 
mirrors  the  Three  Stooges  on  a 


less  than  perfect  day  (That's  a 
compliment.) 

Spade's  performance  as 
Tommy's  cynical  friend  is  okay, 
but  uninspired  at  times.  He 
seems  to  have  put  in  the  bare 
minimum  it  took  to  pick  up  his 
check. 

Dennehy  breezed  through  his 
role  effortlessly  and  comes  out 
of  it  as  undisputedly  the  best 
actor  in  the  bunch.  That's  not 
tough  when  the  competition  in- 
cludes Rob  Lowe  and  Bo  Derek. 
The  woman  cannot  act  and  un- 
fortunately time  has  reduced  her 
"10"  status  to  a  3  or  4  at  best. 
I'm  sure  there's  a  host  of  homy 
40  to  50-year-old  men  who  will 
tell  you  I'm  wrong,  but  that's 
their  sad  problem.  Tommy  Boy 
has  a  enough  funny  moments  to 
justify  its  existence.  However, 
any  sequel  would  be  absolutely 
intolerable. 


Binder  entertains  sizzlers 


by  Gina  Procopio 
Strobe  writer 

By  popular  demand,  Pro- 
grams Committee  brought  back 
Dave  Binder  for  another  acous- 
tic performance.  His  Friday 
night  appearance  in  the  pub 
helped  to  kick  off  the  Spring 
Sizzle  weekend. 

For  those  of  you  who  have 
never  seen  Binder  perform,  he 
uses  some  of  his  own  original 


songs  along  with  renditions  of 
artists'  songs  such  as  James  Tay- 
lor, The  Indigo  Girls  and  Jimmy 
Buffett.  (I'd  buy  a  cheese  burger 
in  paradise  with  this  guy  any- 
time.) 

Binder  is  big  into  audience 
participation  songs  and  gener- 
ally up-beat  "songs  that  make 
you  feel  good,"  to  quote  his  ad. 
The  "Alligator  Song"  was  a  big 
hit,  again.  Where  else  can  you 
act  like  an  alligator,  a  long- 


necked  goose,  and  a  monkey  all 
in  one  room  and  not  have  people 
give  you  funny  looks?  Only  in 
the  pub  with  good  ol'  Dave 
Binder. 

As  usual  Binder  drew  a  large 
crowd  and  kept  them  enter- 
tained. The  variety  of  the  music 
was  good  and  it  was  a  great  time 
for  everyone  that  was  singing 
along  to  the  popular  artists' 
songs. 
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Two  Minutes  Hate  pushes  Worm  at  the  Rat 


by  Kevin  Robertson 
Strobe  writer 

After  subsisting  on  peanut 
butter  and  jelly  sandwiches  for 
the  last  few  months,  the  mem- 
bers of  Two  Minutes  Hate  found 
the  burgers  they  gorged  them- 
selves on  to  be  a  feast. 

The  band,  from  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  played  a  set  at  the  Rat 
in  Boston  on  Saturday,  April  8th 
still  promoting  their  debut  al- 
bum, Worm. 

"The  tour's  been  fantastic," 
declared  bassist  John  White. 
"We  just  came  back  from  the 
west  coast  and  are  touring  the 
northeast.  This  is  the  farthest 
north  we've  ever  been  and  we 
love  it  here.  As  you  go  around 
the  country  and  meet  people  you 
realize  that  there  are  cool  people 
especially  in  the  north." 

The  band's  singer/guitarist/ 
producer  Barry  Poynter  re- 
corded this  album  in  his  house 
in  Little  Rock  with  a  unit  that's 
been  together  for  about  two 
years. 

"Recording  it  in  my  home  we 
did  not  have  the  normal  time 
constraints  so  that  allowed  us 
more  experimentation,"  he  ex- 


Two  Minutes  Hate 


plained. 

Worm  released  by  the  newly 
reformed  Ardent  Records  label, 
resembles  a  psychedelic  caval- 
cade, with  guitars  and  keyboards 
cascading  into  a  sonic  spiral. 

"Down  in  Little  Rock  they 
have  a  showcase  at  a  club  called 
Juanita's  once  a  year  for  indus- 


try people  to  scope  out  new  tal- 
ent. We  played  it,  Ardent  saw  us 
and  liked  us  and  everything 
turned  out  cool." 

Worm  joins  an  elite  company 
in  being  one  of  the  first  CDs  re- 
leased with  interactive  software. 
In  a  normal  player,  the  CD  plays 
as  usual  but  in  a  CD-ROM 


Federation  is  a  true  trekkie's  book 


by  Leo  Bray 
Opinion  editor 

Star  Trek — Federation 

**** 

This  novel,  released  about  the 
same  time  as  the  latest  Trek 
movie,  "Generations,"  is  a  must- 
read  for  Trekkies.  Written  by 
Judith  and  Garfield  Reeves- 
Stevens,  it  does  not  tell  the  same 
story  as  the  film,  as  the  cover 
photo  of  James  Tiberius  Kirk 
and  Jean-Luc  Picard  might  lead 
one  to  believe.  While  both  En- 
terprise captains  appear  in  the 
book,  and  indeed  play  major 
roles,  they  are  not  the  focus  of 
the  story,  nor  do  they  do  not  meet 
face-to-face  as  they  do  in  the 
movie.  Also,  unlike  in  the 
movie,  neither  of  them  dies  in 
the  book. 

The  authors  had  been  work- 
ing on  this  novel  since  before 
The  Next  Generation  ended  or 
the  new  movie  went  into  produc- 
tion— since  Gene  Roddenberry 
was  alive,  actually.  But  they 
were  always  told  that  the  time 
was  not  yet  right  for  its  release. 
Someone  finally  thought  the 
time  was  right.  For  hardcore 
Trek  fans  of  both  the  original  se- 


ries and  TNG,  the  book  incor- 
porates events  and  characters 
from  the  episodes  "Metamor- 
phosis," "Journey  to  Babel," 
"The  City  on  the  Edge  of  For- 
ever," "Requiem  for 
Methuselah"  and  "Sarek." 

So  if  the  book  doesn't  focus 
on  Kirk  or  Picard,  what,  you  ask, 
does  it  focus  on?  The  central 
characters  of  the  book  are 
Zefram  Cochrane,  the  inventor 
of  warp  drive,  and  his  nemesis, 
Colonel  Adrik  Thorsen  of  the 
fascist  Optimum  movement. 
Through  some  Trek-tech  I  won't 
try  to  explain,  Cochrane,  born 
way  before  even  Kirk,  is  alive 
even  in  Picard's  time. 

Thanks  to  some  even  stranger 
technical  miracles,  so  is 
Thorsen,  who  has  always  be- 
lieved that  warp  technology  has 
the  potential  for  incredibly  de- 
structive military  applications. 
While  Cochrane  explains  in  the 
book  the  principles  behind  warp 
drive  and  the  theoretical  impos- 
sibility of  a  warp  bomb, 
Thorsen,  a  soldier,  not  a  scien- 
tist has  never  believed  him. 

While  I  can't  give  further  plot 
details  without  giving  away  the 
book  (and  straining  my  brain),  I 


can  assure  you  that  it's  worth  the 
time  to  read  it — if  you  like  Star 
Trek.  The  book  reads  so  much 
like  an  extended  Trek  episode  on 
TV — I  could  actually  see  the 
events  described  happening  in 
my  head — that  I  can't  imagine  a 
non-Trekkie  enjoying  or  even 
finishing  it.  I  would  warn  any- 
one not  heavily  into  Trek  to  steer 
clear  of  this  one. 

While  any  careful  reader  can 
keep  up  with  the  temporal  jump- 
ing around  of  the  plot  between 
the  years  2061  to  2371  simply 
by  checking  the  date  at  the  be- 
ginning of  each  chapter  (given 
in  both  Stardate  and  standard 
formats),  only  a  Trekkie  could 
appreciate  the  more  technical 
aspects  of  the  book.  For  ex- 
ample, did  you  know  that  the 
Federation  emblem  of  a  star  in- 
side an  asymmetrical  curve,  as 
seen  on  crew  communicator 
badges  in  TNG,  is  a  diagram  of 
the  basic  principles  behind  warp 
drive?  If  technical  stuff  such  as 
that  doesn't  spark  your  interest, 
don't  bother  with  "Federation." 
If  it  does,  I  think  you'll  enjoy 
meeting  Zefram  Cochrane,  the 
man  who  made  both  warp  drive 
and  the  Federation  possible. 


IPL  IE)  A  ¥8 


If  you're  reading  this  and  it's  still  Wednesday, 
get  your  butt  into  G-Lobby.  There  will  be 
games,  giveaways,  live  music  and  your  general 
mass  hysteria 

ALL  DAY  LONG! 


player  it  becomes  an  interactive 
folder  with  interviews,  lyrics 
and  tour  footage  that  you  can  ac- 
cess while  listening  to  uninter- 
rupted music. 

As  far  as  the  music  goes,  it 
astounds  to  realize  that  all  the 
recording  happened  in 
Poynter's  home.  The  album 


commands  a  full,  rich  sound 
from  beginning  to  end. 

Their  next  album  begins  a 
new  sound  era  for  the  band. 
"We've  totally  recorded  the  new 
album  and  we're  waiting  for  it 
to  be  released,"  said  guitarist 
Darian  Stribling.  "This  one's 
much  more  of  a  guitar  album  and 
the  songs  are  much  shorter." 

"This  album  became  much 
more  of  a  collaborative  effort  for 
the  band,"  Poynter  recounted. 
"The  last  album  was  completely 
written  by  me  and  I  think  be- 
cause there  was  more  collabo- 
ration this  one  came  out  much 
better." 

Seeing  these  guys  live  makes 
one  thankful  for  good  rock  n' 
roll.  Drummer  Colin  Brooks  al- 
lows the  beat  and  fills  to  almost 
come  alive  and  move  on  their 
own.  The  leads  that  Poynter 
plays  work  tastefully  with  the 
music  and  he  knows  how  to  let 
the  song  move. 

Two  Minutes  Hate  makes  the 
listener  enjoy  their  music  by 
tastefully  giving  all  they  can. 
They  are  playing  in  New  Lon- 
don, CT  on  April  28  and  their 
new  album  is  expected  in  the 
fall. 


Loud  Coffee  House 
distracts  from  studying 


Crave 

by  Gina  Procopio 
Strobe  writer 


photo  fey  Heather  Workman 


This  past  Coffee  House  was  a  bit  different  than  the  usual. 
The  coffee  was  there.  The  cake  was  there.  But  that  night  the 
meflow- toned  performers  usually  booked  by  Programs  Com- 
mittee were  replaced  by  Crave,  a  five  member  band  that  was 
louder  than  any  recent  coffee  house  act 

The  band's  general  sound  is  lot  like  the  Cranberries.  The 
Craves'  lead  singer  was  not  a  prefect  match  of  Dolores 
O'Riordan's  voice,  but  instrumentally  they  were  quite  similar 
to  those  famous  fruits  from  Ireland. 

The  noise  level  of  their  instruments  made  it  harder  to  hear 
the  lyrics,  though  a  counterpart  of  mine  recognized  a  cover  of 
the  song  "Anticipation." 

If  Crave  had  played  on  a  Friday  or  Saturday  night  they 
might  have  drawn  a  larger  audience.  This  band  is  more  of  an 
active  listening  band  as  compared  to  a  "sit  and  look  tired  with 
a  cup  of  coffee*'  band.  Coffee  House  is  usually  very  mellow 
and  subdued.  People  have  gotten  used  to  that  and  some  were 
disappointed  that  they  couldn't  sit  and  talk  with  friends  and 
do  homework.  Don't  get  me  wrong,  the  band  was  actually 
really  good.  As  previously  mentioned,  they'd  surely  be  wel- 
come on  a  different  night,  just  tone  down  the  volume  so  we 
can  tell  what  is  being  said.  •     .     .  .■     - 
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Announcements  There's  no  tanking  this  movie 


All  student  mailboxes  will  be  cleaned  out  May  15.  Students  re- 
maining on  campus  or  would  like  mail  held  at  the  mailroom  please 
leave  your  name  and  box  number  with  the  mailroom  clerk.  Stu- 
dents with  magazines  and  newspapers  -  please  seee  the  mailroom 
clerk. 

The  M.A.R.S.  group  will  meet  for  oone  final  time  this  semester  on 
Wed.  April  19  from  9  a.m.  to  12  p.m.  in  B26  -  Hammond.  Drop  in 
and  offer  input  or  suggestions  for  next  year. 

Introducing  a  Catholic  organization  for  F.S.C.  on  Thursday  at  1 :30 
p.m.  in  Townhouse  402.  All  are  welcome  to  attend.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  call  Kristin  at  348-1022. 


Personals 

N- 

Lisa  Bourbeau 

I  saw  your  panties  in  CR6. 

When  I  think  of  you  I  get  as 

They  said  it  was  Doug's. 

hard  as  a  trigonometry  class! ! 

Should  we  talk? 

LoveSP 

TJV 

Wolf 

Female  Roommate  to  share 

Thank  you  for  all  the  goodies 

home  in  Fitchburg,  newly  re- 

and also  for  throwing  your 

molded,  large  rooms.  Heat  & 

soda  at  me. 

Cable  incl.    $70.00  weekly. 

Specimen 

Leave  message  343-4413 

Sleep  much,  stinky? 

Fish- 

How  is  the  fishbowl,  come 

Lizard 

back  to  West  Bridgewater 

Always  remember,  mom  said 

soon!  How  is  Colleen 

no  boys! 

SSF 

Huck 

Zollo  is  the  gimp 

No  more  bo-bo's! ! ! ! ! 

Jon  Toney  has  a  perm. 

Gary 

I  love  playing  games  with  you 

Vote  Joseph  for  SGA  presi- 

your Neighbor 

dent!! 

Denise 

It  never  ends 

Rachels 

WEEKLY  SPORT  SCHEDULE 

(April  19-25) 


Sport 

Softball 

Softball 


When  Where  Who 

Today  4  p.m.        home  Endicott 


Thurs  4  p.m.         home 


Baseball  Thurs  4  p.m.         home 


Baseball  *  Sat.  1  p.m.  home 


Softball*  Sat.  1  p.m.  home 


Mens  track  Sat.  11  a.m.  away 


Womens  track      Sun.  10:30  a.m.    home 


Softball 


Mon.  3:30  p.m.     away 


Curry 


Amherst 


Westfield 


Westfield 


WPI 


invitational 


Anna  Maria 


*  denotes  a  doubleheader 


by  Dave  Duval 
Strobe  writer 

Tank  Girl 

*** 

A  scorching  sun  burns  the 
desert  sand.  The  earth  is  dry  and 
there  is  no  vegetation  or  any 
sign  of  plant  life  for  that  matter. 
Houses  look  like  dilapidated 
shacks  ready  to  crumble.  This 
is  the  opening  scene  to  Tank 
Girl,  a  new  Action/Sci-fi/Com- 
edy based  on  the  comic  book 
series  which  began  in  October 
1988. 

The  year  is  2033  and 
Rebecca,  played  by  Lori  Petty 
says  "The  world,  is  kinda  f — 
eked  up."  This  is  an  understate- 
ment considering  the  world's 
water  supply  has  dried  up. 
Rebecca,  her  boyfriend  and  his 
children  must  steal  water  to  stay 
alive. 

The  family  live  a  secluded 
existence  until  Water  and 
Power,  a  corporate  power,  raid 
the  home  one  evening  and  kill 
off  most  of  the  family  with  the 
exception  of  Rebecca,  who  was 
abducted  and  brought  to  Water 
and  Power.  This  is  a  place 
where  she  is  sent  to  become  a 
worker.  She  is  first  offered  to 
work  for  Kesley,  played  by 


Malcolm  McDowell,  the  sinis- 
ter owner  of  Water  and  Power, 
but  Rebecca  refuses. 

There  are  brilliant  cartoon 
drawings  interwoven  in  the  film 
which  add  to  the  sarcastic,  wise- 
cracking tone  of  Rebecca,  par- 
ticularly in  many  of  the  fight  se- 
quences. 

In  the  middle  of  the  film, 
Rebecca  meets  up  with  Tracey, 
a  reserved  technician,  played  by 
Naomi  Watts.  It  isn't  too  long 
before  Rebecca  begins  to  have 
a  child-like  fascination  with 
tanks.  With  the  technical  whiz 
of  Tracey  and  the  will  of 
Rebecca,  both  are  able  to  break 
out  of  Water  and  Power,  with 
Tracey  taking  a  plane  and 
Rebecca  driving  the  tank. 

Later  in  the  film,  it  is  discov- 
ered that  Sam,  one  of  her 
boyfriend's  kids,  survived  the 
house  raid  and  was  sent  to  work 
at  Liquid  Crystal,  a  plush 
whorehouse  for  the  rich.  They 
meet  up  with  such  interesting 
characters  as  the  Madam  and,  in 
a  cameo  appearance,  Iggy  Pop 
who  appears  as  the  perverted 
Rat  Man. 

The  adventures  continue 
when  Rebecca  and  Tracey  meet 
with  some  kangaroos,  led  by 
rapper/actor  Ice-T,  whose  pur- 


pose is  to  return  to  Water  and 
Power  to  help  rescue  Sam. 

The  performances  of  Lori 
Petty,  Noami  Watts,  and  Ice-T 
were  very  enjoyable.  However, 
some  of  the  supporting  charac- 
ters, like  Ice-T's  kangaroo 
mates  were  stuck  with  cliche 
roles,  such  as  the  macho  guy 
that  everyone  thinks  is  stupid, 
but  isn't. 

More  character  development 
was  needed  for  the  villain, 
Kesley.  Sure,  he  wants  to  con- 
trol the  world,  just  like  those  in 
Superman  or  Batman.  But  we 
aren't  told  why  or  what  drives 
him. 

There  is  a  powerful 
soundtrack  featuring  music  by 
Ice-T,  UI,  Bjork,  Hole,  and  a  fun 
duet  between  Joan  Jett  &  Paul 
Westerberg. 

By  the  way,  pay  attention  to 
the  superb  production  of  the 
Cole  Porter  masterpiece,  "Let's 
Do  It." 

Tank  Girl  is  an  exhilarating 
ride  with  clever  character  inter- 
play between  Petty  and  Watts. 
Unfortunately,  the  same 
couldn't  be  said  for  most  of  the 
others. 

**Special  thanks  to  Sony  The- 
aters in  Leominster** 


After  Soaking  Up  The  Rays, 
Come  Soak  Up  Some  Knowledge. 

FINALLY...YOU  CAN  DO  IT  ALL-GOTO  WORK,  GO  TO  SCHOOL,  AND  GOTO  THE  BEACH  THIS  SUMMER!  HAVE  THE  TIME  TO  TAKE  THE  VACATION  YOU  REALLY  WANT 
WITHOUT  LOSING  TIME  AT  SCHOOL.  ENJOY  THE  FLEXIBIUTY  OF  OUR  NEW  SCHEDULE  AND  NEW  COURSES-AND  CHOOSE  THE  OPTION  THAT'S  BEST  FOR  YOU!  CALL 
A  CENTER  NEAR  YOU  FOR  MORE  DETAILS!' 

Special  Six-Week  Summer  Sessions 
June  12-July  27  •  Tuition  $399  per  course 


PSY  108 
CIS  100 
ENG  214 

MAT  220 
SCI  111 
HIS  245 

MAT  120 
ECO  201 
CIS  172 


no  classes  week  of  july  4  and  entire  month  of  august 
Nashua  Center 
Introduction  to  Psychology  Tue/Thur  '  6:00-9:00  p.m. 

iNTRODUcnoNToCoMPUTERS  Tue/Thur  6:00-9:00  p.m. 

American  Literature  II  Tue/Thur  6:00-9:00  p.m. 

Portsmouth  Center 
Statistics  Mon/Wed 

Survey  of  Biological  Sciences         Mon/Wed 
US  History  Since  1945  Mon/Wed 


Salem  Center 
Finite  Mathematics  Mon/Wed 

Microeconomics  Mon/Wed 

Spreadsheets  and  Graphics  Mon/Wed 


6:00-9:00  p.m. 
6:00-9:00  p.m. 
6:00-9:00  p.m. 

6:00-9:00  p.m. 
6:00-9:00  p.m. 
6:00-9:00  p.m. 


other  Summer  Options  at  NHC 


Two-night-a-week  courses,  six-week  terms  and  eight-week  terms,  daytime  courses,  Saturday  courses,  Sunday 

COURSES,  EARLY  NIGHT  AND  LATE  NIGHT,  ONE-NIGHT-A-WEEK  COURSES— AND  MORE!  TaKE  UP  TO  6  CREDITS  IN  6  WEEKS  AND 
GET  A  HEAD  START  ON  YOUR  FALL  SEMESTER.  / 


Portsmouth  Center  •  150  Greenleaf  Ave  •  Portsmouth,  NH  •  (603)  436-2831 
Salem  Center  •  19-A  Keewaydin  Dr  •  Salem,  NH  •  (603)  893-9600 
Nashua  Center  •  546  Amherst  St  •  Nashua,  NH  •  (603)  881-8393 


New  Hampshire  College 

It's  Where  You're  Going  That  Counts 
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Men's  and  women's  track 


by  Norman  Miller 
Sports  editor 

In  Saturday's  track  meet,  the 
Fitchburg  State  men's  and 
women's  track  teams  battled 
foul  weather  to  compete. 

For  the  women,  junior 
Wendy  Gagliani  qualified  for  the 
ECAC  championships,  the  Di- 
vision Hi's  and  is  about  two  sec- 
onds away  from  qualifying  for 
the  NCAA's,  after  winning  the 
400-meter  hurdles,  with  a  time 
of  66.4.  Gagliani  also  finished 
fourth  in  the  100-meter  hurdles, 
after  tripping,  coming  to  a  com- 
plete stop,  and  still  finishing  the 
race. 

Chrisann  Barrett  also  quali- 
fied for  the  ECAC  champion- 
ships and  the  Division  Ill's,  run- 
ning the  100-meter  hurdles  at 
16.8. 

Maryann  Barrett  and  Stacie 
Barrett  finished  first  and  second 
in  the  100  meters,  with  times  of 
13.6  and  13.7  respectively.  They 
both  took  part  in  the  4x100- 
meter  relays,  with  Gagliani  first, 
S.  Barrett,  M.  Barrett  and  C. 
Barrett,  they  finished  second  at 
53  seconds  flat. 

Stacie  Barrett  finished  fourth 
in  the  Javelin,  with  a  throw  of 
100'.  Judy  Kittler  jumped  a  4'8 
in  the  high  jump,  but  did  not 
place. 

FSC  had  three  finishers  in  the 
unseeded  bracket  of  the  800 
meters:  Katie  Brace,  Kittler  and 
Karen  Drucker.  Brace  finished 
at  2:30,  Kittler  at  2:37  and 
Drucker  at  3:10.  In  the  1500 
meters  Coreen  White  finished 


Chris  Coutu  throws  the  javelin  in  last 
Saturday's  meet. 


Photo  by  Norman  Miller. 


sixth  at  5:07,  Rouine  was  eighth 
at  5: 17  and  Laurie  Pouliot  didn't 
place  with  a  time  of  5:37. 

For  the  men's,  Khris  Theriot 
finished  first  in  the  javelin  with 
a  throw  of  215' 1,  over  35  feet 
better  than  the  second  place  fin- 
isher. The  second  place  finisher 
was  women's  assistant  coach 
Erik  Lammi  at  180'.  Chris 
Couto  also  threw,  with  a  throw 
of  155'.  Couto  also  ran  the  100 


meters. 

The  men's  team,  as  well  as 
the  women's,  participated  short- 
handed,  with  some  injuries,  and 
some  of  the  members  of  the  team 
going  home  for  Easter  weekend. 

The  men's  track  team's  next 
meet  is  Saturday  at  Springfield, 
and  the  women  host  the  Fitch- 
burg State  Invitational  Sunday  at 
10:30  am. 


An  interview  with  Dave  Marsh 


by  Norman  Miller 
Snorts  editor 

This  year  marks  the  seventh 
year  that  Dave  Marsh  has  been 
the  Sports  Information  Director 
(SID). 

Marsh's  job  incudes  dealing 
with  the  media,  to  make  sure  that 
game  results  and  box  scores  get 
sent  to  the  various  newspapers. 
He  also  writes  the  press  releases 
about  games,  or  if  a  player  wins 
an  award  such  as  Player  of  the 
Week  He  gets  the  information 
from  Fitchburg  State  opponents 
to  put  on  the  game  roster  sheets 
found  at  each  game.  Marsh  is 
also  in  charge  of  Media  guides 
that  the  school  sends  out.  He 
attends  most  home  games,  trav- 
els with  teams  to  playoff  games 
and  is  responsible  for  compiling 
player  stats. 

Marsh  grew  up  in  Michigan 
and  he  attended  Eastern  Michi- 
gan. He  tried  the  job  market  for 
a  couple  of  years,  working  at  a 
computer  company,  but  then 
went  to  graduate  school  at 
Springfield  College  where  he 
earned  a  Masters  in  Education, 
with  an  emphasis  on  sports  ad- 


Dave  Marsh. 


ministration. 

Marsh  said  he  had  "an  abnor- 
mally strong  interest  in  sports," 
when  he  was  young.  That  is  why 
he  was  interested  in  his  line  of 
work  According  to  Marsh,  the 
worst  part  of  the  job  is  that  it 
takes  a  lot  of  time  from  his  fam- 
ily, with  the  number  of  hours  and 


File  photo. 


weekends,  and  odd  hours  he  has 
to  put  in. 

"Pulling  for  Fitchburg 
State,"  said  Marsh,  is  the  best 
part  of  the  job-that  and  dealing 
with  the  student  athletes. 

'To  see  the  athletes'  efforts 
payoff,  there's  a  lot  of  satisfac- 
tion in  that." 


Lady  Falcons, 

cont.  from  page  12. 


runs.    Creamer  was  3-5  with  two  walks,  two  RBI's  and 
Graves  3-5  with  two  RBI's  and  three  runs. 

In  Saturday's  double-header  FSC  dropped  two  games  to 
the  Bears  of  Bridgewater  State.  The  first  game  was  a 
pitcher's  duel  early  between  Poitras  and  Sharon  Martin  of 
BSC.  The  Lady  Bears  had  just  one  hit  through  the  first 
three  innings,  while  the  Falcons  had  one. 

Bridgewater  got  on  the  board  first  in  the  third,  after  jun- 
ior Tricia  Larivee  bunted  to  Poitras,  and  she  threw  it  into 
right  field,  allowing  Larivee  to  reach  third  base.  Larivee 
then  scored  on  a  pass  ball  to  make  it  1-0. 

The  score  was  2-0  in  the  sixth  when  BSC  broke  it  open, 
scoring  three  runs  in  the  inning.  Jennifer  Baer  for 
Bridgewater  led  the  inning  off  with  a  triple  and  scored  on  a 
single.  The  Bears  scored  two  more  runs  in  the  inning  to 
make  it  5-0, 

The  Falcons  had  their  best  chance  to  score  in  the  bottom 
of  the  inning  with  runners  on  second  and  third  with  one 
out,  but  two  back-to-back  catches  ended  the  threat. 
Bridgewater  added  another  run  in  the  seventh  to  make  the 
score  6-0. 

Christine  Roddy  took  the  mound  for  Fitchburg  in  the 
second  game,  and  was  roughed  up  early.  BSC  scored  five 
runs  in  the  first  inning  on  one  hit.  Also,  Roddy  was  warned 
by  the  umpire  about  the  presentation  of  her  pitches:  she 
was  bringing  her  hands  together  too  soon.  One  batter 
popped  out,  but  was  awarded  first  because  of  this,  and  she 
scored. 

Bridgewater 's  Melanie  Merryman  shut  down  the  Fal- 
con bats  for  the  first  two  innings,  giving  up  only  one  hit. 
But  in  the  bottom  of  the  third  Melanie  Creamer  cracked  a 
double  to  right  field  to  score  Kathy  Herriot  and  Laskey  to 
cut  the  lead  to  6-2. 

Fitchburg  State  scored  four  runs  in  the  bottom  of  the 
fourth  to  tie  the  game  at  six,  including  a  suicide  squeeze 
by  Laskey  to  score  Margaret  Graves. 

Roddy  walked  five  batters  in  the  fifth,  one  with  the  bases 
loaded,  as  the  Bears  took  the  lead  back,  8-6. 

Poitras  came  in  for  Roddy  after  two  batters  in  the  sixth, 
and  BSC  scored  three  more  runs  in  the  inning,  two  charged 
to  Roddy,  to  make  the  score  11-6. 

Martin  for  Bridgewater  came  back  in  to  shut  down  the 
Falcons,  as  they  only  got  one  base  runner  in  the  last  two 
innings. 

Roddy  went  five  innings,  allowing  three  hits,  ten  runs, 
fourteen  walks  and  one  strikeout.  Poitras,  for  both  games, 
went  nine  innings,  giving  up  nine  hits,  three  walks  and  eight 
strikeouts.  With  the  eight  strikeouts,  Poitras  needs  three 
more  to  break  the  single-season  record  of  47  for  FSC. 

Hitting  well  in  the  doubleheader  for  Fitchburg  were 
Creamer  and  Laskey.  Creamer  was  3-7  with  a  double  and 
two  RBI's.  Laskey  was  2-5  with  an  RBI  and  two  walks, 
and  she  was  hit  once. 

"We  handed  them  the  second  game.  I  think  that  was 
pretty  obvious,"  said  coach  Ken  Ellis.  He  did  see  things  he 
liked,  including  two  perfectly  executed  suicide  squeezes. 
FSC  traveled  to  Rivier  on  Monday,  return  home  for  a 
game  today  against  Endicott,  play  Curry  tomorrow  at  home, 
and  host  Westtield  in  a  double-header  Saturday. 


SPORTS  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Help  support  the  Fitchburg  State  baseball  team  by  pur- 
chasing a  T-shirt  from  any  of  the  players  for  ten  dollars.  Also, 
personal  ads  can  be  taken  out  for  the  publication  of  our  annual 
program,  which  will  be  distributed  soon. 


HALL  OF  FAME  COMMEMORATIVE  PINS  AVAILABLE 

There  are  only  a  few  left  so  get  yours  now.  The  Fitch- 
burg State  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame  has  some  commemorative 
pins  remaining  from  the  inaugural  induction  ceremony.  These 
very  attractive,  14k  gold-filled  pins  are  available  for  just 
$15.00  each.  If  you  would  like  to  purchase  one,  please  stop 
by  the  Athletic  Office  or  call  Dottie  Ledger  at  x3314.  The 
pins  are  available  on  a  first-come,  first-serve  basis. 
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Softball  wins  three,  then  loses  three 


by  Norman  Miller 
Sports  editor 

The  Fitchburg  State  softball 
team  went  3-3  this  past  week, 

Last  Monday  the  Lady  Fal- 
cons got  their  second  win  of  the 
season,  beating  the  Leopards  of 
WNEC  9-0.  FSC  scored  six  runs 
in  the  bottom  of  the  first  inning, 
with  Melanie  Creamer,  Kathy 
Herriot,  Margaret  Graves  and 
Kim  Nolan  all  driving  in  runs. 
As  a  team  Fitchburg  State  sent 
twelve  batters  to  the  plate. 

Starting  pitcher  Bethany 
Poitras  had  a  no-hitter  through 
the  first  three  innings.  In  the  bot- 
tom of  the  third  the  Falcons 
added  the  last  three  runs  of  the 
game.  Two  came  on  an  RBI 
double  by  catcher  Eileen  Laskey, 
scoring  Graves  and  Nolan. 

The  Leopards  got  their  only 
two  hits  of  the  game  in  the  top 
of  the  fourth  on  consecutive 
ground  ball  hits  through  the 
middle  of  the  infield,  but  that 
was  it  as  Poitras  picked  up  her 
second  win  of  the  season,  and 
her  first  shutout.  She  pitched  the 
whole  mercy-rule-shortened 
game,  walking  one  and  striking 
out  three. 

As  a  team  FSC  had  seven 
hits,  seven  walks  and  two  stolen 
bases 

"We're  finally  getting  it  to- 
gether, and  I  feel  confident  with 
the  team  I  have  behind  me  in  the 
outfield,"  said  Poitras. 

"It's  going  to  be  a  good  sea- 


The  Lady  Falcons  celebrating  after  a  victory. 


son  here  on  out." 

Wednesday,  for  the  second 
straight  game  Fitchburg  State 
exploded  for  six  runs  in  the  first 
inning,  this  time  beating  New 
England  College  23-4. 

In  the  bottom  of  the  first  in- 
ning the  Lady  Falcons  came  out 
swinging,  scoring  five  runs  be- 
fore Beverely  Horsh  made  the 
first  out  of  the  inning.  FSC 
scored  one  more  run  in  the  in- 
ning when  Herriot  hit  a  double 
to  left  field  to  score  Poitras.  In 
the  inning  Fitchburg  State  had 
four  hits,  walked  four  times  and 
stole  four  bases. 

In  the  very  next  inning  the 


Falcons  ripped  off  another  eight 
runs  two  extend  the  lead  to  14- 
0.  Senior  captain  Stacie  Mawn 
had  a  monster  inning,  going  2- 
2  with  two  RBI's  and  two  runs. 
On  the  second  hit,  Mawn  hit  a 
single  to  left  field  to  score  Maria 
Lavita  and  Laskey,  and  she  tried 
to  extend  the  hit  to  a  double. 
The  second  baseman  couldn't 
handle  the  throw  and  the  ball 
ended  up  in  right  field,  and 
Mawn  came  around  to  score. 

Yet  another  five  runs  were 
scored  in  the  bottom  of  the  third 
to  make  it  19-0,  with  the  re- 
serves batting.  FSC  could  have 
had  more  runs,  but  the  umpire 


Photo  by  Norman  Miller. 

called  to  base  runners  out  for 
leaving  the  base  early. 

The  bottom  of  the  fourth  was 
the  worst  for  Fitchburg;  they 
only  scored  four  runs.  The  rea- 
son for  this  was  because  the  team 
stopped  taking  extra  bases  on 
pass  balls  and  errors.  But  even 
with  that,  the  Falcons  could  have 
scored  more  if  the  umpire  didn't 
mysteriously  see  another  base 
runner  leave  the  base  early. 

NEC  got  all  of  their  runs  in 
the  top  of  the  fifth,  but  Poitras 
settled  down  and  got  the  last  two 
batters  out  with  no  problem.  The 
game  was  ended  after  that  with 
the  mercy  rule. 


Having  a  strong  game  for 
FSC  was  Poitras,  who  went  all 
five  innings  while  striking  out 
five,  and  going  2-4  with  three 
RBI's  and  two  runs.  Also  hav- 
ing strong  games  for  Fitchburg 
were  Lavita  and  Mawn.  Lavita 
went  2-2  with  two  doubles,  two 
stolen  bases  and  a  walk.  Mawn 
was  3-3  with  four  RBI's,  three 
runs,  and  a  steal,  and  she  got  hit 
by  pitches  twice. 

"We  played  excellent,  we 
played  outstanding,"  said  coach 
Ken  Ellis  about  the  victory.  The 
Lady  Falcons'  improved  hitting 
lately  comes  from  their  empha- 
sizing hitting  more  than  they 
used  to,  said  coach  Ellis. 

Thursday,  Fitchburg  made  a 
trip  to  Plymouth  State  to  play  a 
double-header,  playing  without 
Lavita  and  Mawn.  In  the  first 
game  Poitras  got  the  win  going 
seven  innings  in  the  9-8  victory. 
The  game  was  won  in  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ninth  when  Graves 
scored  on  a  suicide  squeeze  by 
Laskey. 

The  second  game  stopped  the 
Lady  Falcons'  win  streak,  with 
PSC  winning  the  game  12-3. 
The  game  was  ended  in  the  fifth 
inning  due  to  the  mercy  rule. 
PSC  got  all  of  their  runs  in  the 
third  and  fifth  innings,  six  in 
each.  Poitras  again  went  the  dis- 
tance for  FSC. 

Hitting  well  for  Fitchburg  in 
the  two  games  were  Herriot  who 
went  4-6  with  a  walk  and  three 

Continued  on  page  11. 


NEC  no  match  for  FSC  baseball; 
Falcons  pick  up  two  victories 


(e 


by  Ron  Taupier 
Strobe  writer 

The  FSC  baseball  team  was 
able  to  squeeze  in  five  games 
this  past  week  between  the  rain- 
fall that  plagued  central  Mass. 

On  a  dreary  Wednesday  af- 
ternoon, lighting  struck  as  the 
Falcon  bats  pounded  out  a 
plethora  of  hits  to  down  New 
England  College  18-3.  The  rain 
held  off  just  long  enough  for 
freshman  pitcher  John  Eisan  to 
pick  up  his  second  win  of  the 
season,  throwing  in  flawless 
fashion. 

The  victory  improved  Fitch- 
burg State's  mark  to  6-11,  with 
five  of  the  eleven  losses  coming 
from  their  Florida  venture. 

Thursday's  game  saw  much 
fewer  runs  cross  the  plate,  but 
was  equally  exciting.  The  Fal- 
cons, on  the  road,  were  able  to 
steal  a  victory  from  Plymouth 
State  on  their  home  turf  in  up- 
state New  Hampshire.  FSC  did 
it  the  hard  way,  by  winning  the 
second  game  of  the  double- 
header.  In  the  first  game,  the 
green  and  gold  could  only  manu- 
facture one  run  throughout  the 
seven  innings.    Paul  Reggio 


could  not  find  the  zone,  and  had 
little  run  support  from  the  Fal- 
con line-up. 

Fitchburg  demonstrated  their 
courage  and  mettle  by  coming 
back  to  win  the  tail-end  of  the 
doubleheader,  4-3 .  Ken  Kilduff 
was  able  to  quiet  the  bats  of  PSC. 
The  game  was  one  of  the  most 
exciting 
games  the 
Falcons 
have  played 
yet  this  sea- 
son. Evi- 
dence of  this 
can  be  seen 

in  the  clutch  hitting  off  the  bats 
of  Paul  Doherty  and  Derek 
Kilduff.  Clutch  hitting  is  some- 
thing the  birds  have  been  wait- 
ing for  all  season,  and  head 
coach  John  McGuirk  hopes  this 
type  of  hitting  with  runners  in 
scoring  position  will  continue. 
Freshman  Jimmy  Mulligan 
came  in  to  pitch  the  final  two 
innings,  allowing  only  one  more 
run  to  score. 

The  Falcons  picked  up  right 
where  they  left  off  on  Saturday's 
games  versus  former  MASCAC 
champions  Bridgewater  State. 
Although  FSC  lost  both  games, 


some  positives  came  out  of  the 
first  game.  Fitchburg  held  a  3- 
0  lead  for  six  innings  before  er- 
rors struck  the  Falcons.  An  er- 
ror occurred  with  the  bases 
filled  with  Bears,  and  quickly 
the  game  was  tied  at  three. 
Things  seemed  to  snowball  af- 
ter this  as  BSC  got  all  they 
needed  to  secure  the  win,  4-3. 
Falcon  pitcher  Joe  Vanuni  was 
the  ward  luck  loser,  dropping  to 
2-3  on  the  season. 

In  the  subsequent  game,  the 
FSC  bats  fell  asleep  and  the 
Bears'  sticks  were  on  fire.  Ken 
Kilduff  accepted  the  loss,  and 
the  Falcons  quickly  fell  to  7-14 
on  the  season. 

"It  is  hard  to  come  back  and 
play  sharp  after  a  heartbreaking 
loss  in  a  game  that  we  de- 
served," said  coach  McGuirk, 
referring  to  the  first  game,  in 
which  FSC  dominated  every 
facet  of  the  game. 

"We  just  have  to  forget  about 
these  two  games." 

Fitchburg  State  have  some 
important  MASCAC  games 
coming  up  this  week,  as  they 
play  host  to  Amherst  College  on 
Thursday,  and  Westfield  State 
on  Saturday. 


Intramural  corner 

by  Norman  Miller 
Sports  editor 

The  intramural  basketball  playoffs  and  championships  for 
the  "A"  league  and  the  "B"  league  were  held  last  Thursday. 

In  the  "A"  league  the  first  semi-final  game  was  played  be- 
tween St.  Pierre  and  Bomb  Squad,  with  St.  Pierre  winning  66- 
55.  St.  Pierre  was  up  by  eight  at  the  half  and  were  led  by  Joe 
Vanuni 's  nineteen  points  and  Dan  Nee's  eighteen  points.  Bomb 
Squad  were  led  by  Mokie  Harding's  twenty-three  and  Sean  Ts 
twenty  points. 

.  In  the  other  semi-final  game,  T-House  beat  BuyB  71-53, 
BuyB  being  outscored  37-23  in  the  second  half.  T-House  were 
led  by  four  double-digit  scorers:  Marcos  Echevarria's  twenty- 
two  points,  Lamont's  nineteen,  Kris'  thirteen  points  and  Jason's 
ten  points.  BuyB  were  led  by  Murphy's  twenty-one  points 
and  McCartle's  sixteen. 

The  championship  game  was  played  between  St.  Pierre  and 
T-House,  with  T-House  winning  74-56.  T-House  again  had 
four  players  in  double  digits,  led  by  Echevarria's  seventeen 
points  and  Kris'  seventeen.  Dan  Nee's  seventeen  and  Joe 
Smith's  fourteen  paced  St.  Pierre  in  the  loss. 

In  the  "B"  league,  The  Golden  Gophers  lost  the  first  semi- 
final game  to  Oatis,  by  a  score  of  66-56.  It  was  the  third  loss 
of  the  season  for  the  Golden  Gophers,  after  going  two  seasons 
without  a  loss.  They  were  led  by  Dave  Marsh  and  intramural 
director  Brian  Bicknell.  Oatis  were  led  by  Dave  Oatis  and 
Dennis  Donovan. 

The  other  semi-final  game  was  between  The  Champs  and 
116  Coconut,  with  The  Champs  edging  out  the  win  46-45,  to 
set  up  the  championship  game  against  Oatis.  Oatis  won  60-5 1 
behind  the  strong  play  of  Oatis  and  Donavan. 

Intramural  basketball  is  over  for  the  season,  but  street 
hockey  has  just  begun.  The  games  are  held  at  Robert  Elliot 
Field  in  the  afternoons  between  3:00  and  6:00  daily  except 
Fridays. 


